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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 18, 2016

They shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”
— Matthew 1:23

SUMMONED BY GOD
As Christmas draws near, Advent’s scriptures lure us into a world of dreams, signs, wonders, and the
miracle of the virgin birth. Too often we allow the great stories of our faith, the ones that are most familiar,
simply to wash over us. Today’s Gospel account of the events leading up to the birth of the Lord reads like a
present-day soap opera. Yet Joseph’s courage, even in the midst of what must have been an incredibly
confusing time, provides a model for us. Each week, we are summoned by God to embrace the way of goodness and truth through the proclamation of God’s holy word. Like Joseph, we are called to do as the Lord
commands us. As we stand at the threshold of Christmas, let us have the courage to be open to whatever it is
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
that the Lord will require of us as we celebrate the miracle of Bethlehem.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
By now, the first Christmas carols are heard in the home, but usually not yet in church. What is a “carol”
anyway? Originally, a carol was any kind of communal song sung at a festival such as a harvest. By the
thirteenth century or so, carols were associated with household celebrations. “Carol” comes from the Old French
carula, meaning a circular dance. Carols weren’t for church, since the language of liturgy was Latin and the
carols were in the common language. Their characteristic sound comes from medieval chord patterns, and they
often have strong refrains for everyone to sing. Even in the churches of the Reformation, carols didn’t make it
into church services until the 1870s or so, since there was a preference for psalms. Anglicans resisted popular
carols; most of our beloved carols came via the Methodists, an offshoot of the Church of England. The Catholic
Church generally didn’t admit carols to liturgy either, but we didn’t make laws against them.
We are told that the beloved carol “Silent Night” comes from Catholic Austria and a harried parish music
director. Joseph Mohr, the priest of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf, had written the words in 1816, but offered them to
his music director, Franz Gruber, when the church’s organ broke. Mohr asked him to write a melody that could
be played on guitar as a prelude to Mass. Gruber finished the tune just hours before midnight Mass in 1818. The
people were shocked to hear a guitar in church, but were charmed by the sweet lullaby. The church was swept
away by a flood in the 1990s and the village later relocated, but the townspeople have set up the “Silent Night
Memorial Chapel” at the site. Today the carol is in print in some three hundred languages. How wonderful that
the pipe organ broke on that night!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Meghan Jorgensen
Principal of St. Felicitas School

December 18, 2016
Second Collection
This Week: Diocesan Assessment
Next Week: Audio System

Events for the Week December 18, 2016
Sun
12/18

9:15 am Faith Formation K-6

Tues 7:00 pm Spanish Meeting
12/20
7:00 pm Parish Penance Service

School
AE Room
Church

Wed 7:00 pm Spanish Catechist Meeting Soc. Hall
12/21
7:00 pm Spanish Juvenile Choir
AE Room
Fri
12/23

7:00 pm Spanish Youth Group

SMC

7:00 pm Spanish Children’s Choir

Soc. Hall

7:30 pm Vietnamese Choir Practice AE Room

Advent
Reconciliation
Service
Our Parish Communal Penance Service will
be Tuesday, December 20th, 2016 at 7:00 P.M.
There will be several priests available to
hear confessions in English, Spanish,
Vietnamese and Filipino.

Parish Office Holiday Hours
Friday, December 23rd — 9:00am to 12:30pm
Saturday, December 24th — Office Closed
Sunday, December 25th
— Office Closed
Monday, December 26th — Office Closed
The office will re-open on Tuesday at 9:00 a.m.

During this time of Advent, a time meant for quiet
prayer and closer connection with God, I have found
myself finding lots of comfort in the quiet. It’s
important on this 4th Sunday of Advent that I share all
that has been happening at St. Felicitas School, as we
have been hit very hard with tragedy.
In the span of just a few days both of our male
teachers, Mr. Hodgson and Mr. Mendiola tragically
lost their wives. Mr. Hodgson, our middle school
math and technology teacher, lost his wife after a 3
week battle with a rare disease. She leaves behind
two young boys in 6th and 4th grade who attend an
Oakland Diocese Catholic School. At the same time,
Mr. Mendiola, our middle school history and religion
teacher, lost his wife to the devastating tragedy of the
“Ghostship” warehouse fire in Oakland. Mr. Mendiola
and his wife Jennifer had been married for 8 years and
Jennifer was just a few months short of getting her
Ph.D at UC Merced.
The weight has felt heavy on our shoulders and
in these situations we often ask “why us?” Why
are such terrible things happening? After being at St.
Felicitas for as long as I have, my answer right now
is… why not us? I am so proud of this community,
with all my heart, and I truly believe that God put Mr.
Mendiola and Mr. H in our community for a reason.
We are strong and dedicated and know how to lift each
other up during times of great need. We are the
best community for them to be a part of and we will
continue to care for them.
The entire school community attended the funeral
service on Wednesday and it was a huge testament to
the strength of the community. A huge “thank you” to
our community for providing all the food for the
reception.
I have asked all 44 schools in the Oakland
Diocese to keep our staff, students, and parents in their
prayers and I ask you to do the same. The power of
prayer has already done so much for these two men.
Many Advent Blessings!
-Meghan Jorgensen

Week of
December 18, 2016
Ivan Ayro
Harold Barber
Ed Braun
Alice Camozzi
Noel DeSouza
Jeanne Gordillo
Connie Guaraglia
Mae Heasley
Vincent Jacques
Melblena Latorre
Irmina Torres Llamas
Barbara Maloon

Orville Maloon
Jack Marshall
Clarisse Mascarenah
Peggy Miller
Peter Luom Nguyen
Tim O’Connor
Oliver Olimpiada
Rita Pontes
Peter Purificacion
Amelia Ramos
Lyndon Cortes Ruffy
Jorge Salloman

Patricia Salloman
Floyd Schexnayder
Martha Serrato
Maryjane Tanner
Mary Valladon
Cathlyne Vargas
Maria Jesus Vargas
Wilson Vigman
Julie Whittaker
Zack Ziegler

Sun.

12/18

7:30 am Paul W. Fluno, Jr. †
9:00 am Louis Carlos †
10:30 am Parishioners
12:30 pm Alejandra Reyes †

Mon.

12/19

Joaquin Meraz †
7:00 am Deceased members of the
Gatmaitan & Marquez Families †
8:15 am Gale DeVetter †

A name posted in dark print was added to the prayer list this week!

Do you have a seriously ill family member or friend? If you
have the person’s permission, you may request that their name
be printed in the bulletin for prayers. Names will be deleted
after one month. Call the parish office at 351-5244 to leave the
name of the family member who is in need of prayer.

Who Entered into Eternal Life
Robert Flores † — December 3, 2016
Mahisha Ann Hodgson † — December 3, 2016
Jennifer Mendiola † — December 4, 2016
Elsa Webb † — December 4, 2016
Arthur Vazquez † — December 4, 2016
Lourdes Andrade † — December 6, 2016
let Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them

Tues.

12/20

7:00 am Warlito Guinogen †

Wed.

12/21

8:15 am Santos Paraguya †
7:00 am Marie & Patrick Ryan †

Thurs

12/22

Fri.

12/23

Sat.

12/24

8:15 am Noel De Souza (B)
7:00 am
8:15 am
7:00 am
8:15 am

Maria Lopez (L)
Joe Zipp †
Maria Men †
Honorato Legaspi †

5:00 pm Parishioners
7:00 pm Parishioners
9:00 pm Parishioners
12:00 am Parishioners

Sun.

12/25

7:30 am Parishioners
9:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am Parishioners
12:30 pm Parishioners

L-Living †-Deceased A-Anniversary B-Birthday T-Thanksgiving

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF December 18, 2016

Monday:

There will not be a Y oung at Heart Luncheon in
December. The next luncheon will be on
Wednesday, January 18, 2017

FINANCIAL CORNER
Our Weekly Goal

$ 11,700.00

Sunday Collection —December 11

$

9,590.50

Amount needed to reach our goal

$

2,109.50

Stewardship of December 11th of $479.53 went to the
Alameda County Food Bank

Thank you for your continued generosity

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Luke 1:5-25
Tuesday:
Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-4ab, 5-6;
Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday: Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a;
Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45
Thursday: 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8abcd;
Luke 1:46-56
Friday:
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-34; Psalm 25:4-5ab,
8-10, 14; Luke 1:57-66
Saturday: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29; Luke 1:67-79
Sunday:
Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17,
27 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Matthew 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13;
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14
Dawn: Isaiah 62:11-12; Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20
Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1-6;
Hebrew 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

Chúa sắp đến rồi

Schedule Reminders for all Confirmation Candidates (year
1 & year 2):
December 18 - Youth Ministry Christmas Outreach &
Celebration - 6 pm to 8 pm in the Gym
Please bring $10 for food, unperishable goods to be
donated to St. Vincent de Paul & unwrapped new toys/
clothing/underwear for children (ages 0-12) to be donated
to the San Mateo County Children’s Foundation.
December 20 - Mandatory Advent Reconciliation
7 p.m. in Church
Christmas Break - December 20, 2016 - January 7, 2017
January 8, 2017 - Confirmation Class Resumes
1/2 of Required Service Hours due
1st year - 10 hours
2nd year - 20 hours
Any questions or concerns, please call Geri at
510-326-5693. Thanks for all your support.
On behalf of the entire Youth Ministry Team, we wish
everyone a Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year!
Stay Safe & God Bless!

Christmas Training for
Altar Servers

Mùa Vọng có nghĩa gì đối với bạn? Bạn đang
trông chờ ai? Chờ cái gì? Với thái độ nào? Thánh Gioan
Tiền Hô trong 2 Chúa Nhật vừa qua, mời gọi chúng ta hãy
sẵn sàng, hãy dọn dẹp, hãy làm mới lại cách sống của
chúng ta cho phù hợp với Tin Mừng để đón chờ Đấng
Thiên Sai đến.
Mỗi lần Mùa Vọng đến, là chúng ta chuẩn bị:…
nhưng sự chuẩn bị của mỗi người có khi không đúng.
* Có người thì bị căng thẳng bởi vì chưa viết xong các tấm
thiệp Giáng Sinh để gửi đi.
*Có người thì áp huyết lên quá cao, vì xếp hàng chờ mua
cho được món đồ người yêu mình thích.
*Có những người chồng, người cha phải ôm tim đau nhói
vì món hàng vợ, con mình thích quá đắt…
Vậy thì còn đâu ý nghĩa của Niềm Vui Giáng Sinh?
Trọng tâm của Mùa Giáng Sinh phải được gọi là
“Jesus is the Reason for the Season”
Chúa Giêsu là lý do của Mùa Giáng Sinh để chúng ta “ ăn
mừng”
Stop!! Ngừng lại!!
Nếu bạn đang sắp hàng mua đồ, lái xe đi shoping..
hãy dành một phút thinh lặng nhìn vào trong tâm hồn
mình xem chỗ nào còn đang ngỗn ngang, bề bộn, cần dọn
dẹp. Cái gì làm cho bạn mất vui và không được bình an.
Cái gì đã làm bạn khó chịu, khó xử, khó nói, ăn không
ngon, ngủ không yên..?
Hãy nhanh chân và đừng chậm trễ Chúa sắp đến rồi.

When: Monday, December 19th
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: St. Felicitas Church
Please contact Sister Mary Anh at 510-347-1283
for more information
Hãy Đến với Bí Tích Giải Tội
Thứ Ba Ngày 20 tháng 12
Lúc 7giờ tối
Pope Francis’ Monthly Intention for December
Evangelization: Europe
That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the
beauty, goodness, and truth of the Gospel which
gives joy and hope to life.

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Come and join us for this devotion every Tuesday
morning after the 7:00 a.m. Mass.

Và bạn sẽ tìm được Bình An và Niềm Vui
trong Đêm Cực Thánh & Mùa Giáng Sinh
Trường Giáo Lý Việt Ngữ sẽ nghỉ học
Chúa Nhật 25 tháng 12 và
Chúa Nhật ngày 1 tháng 1.
Các em trở lại học ngày 8 tháng 1 năm 2017
Walk for Life
Thứ Bảy ngày 21 tháng 1 năm 2017
Từ 8giờ sáng đến 5giờ chiều

Lecturas del día: Isaías 7:10-14; Salmos 24 (23):1-6; Romanos 1:1-7; Mateo 1:18-24
JOSÉ FUE UN HOMBRE JUSTO
El Evangelio de hoy es uno que narra una de las pocas historias en
las que se menciona a José. Queda bastante claro de estos evangelios que
al mencionar a José él era un hombre de buen carácter y también un
hombre cariñoso, que no deseo lastimar a María aún cuando parecía que
ella lo había traicionado de la manera más dolorosa. Él pudo haberla
acusado públicamente y ella pudo haber sido apedreada hasta morir.
Pero él no quería que eso le pasará a ella. ¿Tuvieron él y María una conversación acerca de los
eventos de la Anunciación, y esa conversación hicieron que él fuera más abierto al sueño que tuvo
donde él ángel le habla?xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxCopyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

EN UN SUEÑO
¿Creemos que nuestros sueños tienen algún significado en nuestras vidas? Muchos sicólogos así
lo dicen, y aún así a menudo no les damos importancia a lo que soñamos porque nuestros sueños
pueden pareces tan descabellados y difíciles de lograr. Si ponemos atención a nuestros sueños, y
Dios revela algo importante para nosotros, ¿lo creeríamos? Si algo espantoso o malo ocurriera en un
sueño ¿lo tratamos de olvidar o decimos una oración a Dios para que nos proteja de todo mal y
creemos que Dios nunca hará que cosas malas nos pasen?xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Los judíos entonces, como hoy, esperan que el Mesías venga. Cuando el ángel le dijo a José que
este niño fue concebido por el Espíritu Santo, él prontamente creyó que María tendría un hijo que
salvaría al pueblo de sus pecados. Ellos lo nombraron Jesús, que en hebreo es Yeshua y que significa
"Dios salva". José estaba dispuesto a creer lo escrito por el profeta Isaías "la virgen dará a luz a un
niño, / y lo nombraran Emmanuel, / que significa 'Dios con nosotros' ", y eso se cumpliría en su
propia vida (Mateo 1:23). Cuando él despertó, él no trato de olvidar el sueño, sino que obró en
consecuencia en una forma que cambiaría su vida, y cambiaría el mundo.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
En este Tiempo de Adviento, tiempo de espera por el Mesías, podemos soñar en el tiempo del
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
Reino de Dios por venir y podemos creer que va a suceder.

