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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 4, 2016

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
that we may shout for joy and gladness
all our days.
— Psalm 90:14

Happy Labor Day weekend! With any luck, summer delights will continue a while longer: refreshing
recreation (with maybe an occasional swim) or enjoyable relaxation on the deck (with tasty outdoor grilling).
Truth is, for some of us, this year's Labor Day came way too early. With many schools back in session for a
while already, mealtimes and driving schedules needed readjustment to coordinate youth sports with adult
commitments. Some religious education and parish programs resumed, too. No surprise, then, that this holiday
weekend's God can never be content with "timid deliberations" and "unsure plans." Paul challenges longtime
friend and follower Philemon to "let the good you do be voluntary." Jesus instructs "great crowds" traveling
with him -- including us -- on three things necessary for all true disciples to accomplish. On this Labor Day
weekend, our scriptures describe disciples' lifelong labors.
DISCIPLES' "LABOR DAY"
Traveling with Jesus, like the "great crowds" in today's Gospel, does not equal coming after Jesus as true disciples
should. So Jesus explains every disciple's daily "Labor Day" demands: (1) "If anyone comes to me without hating his
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple." Does this
sound appropriate for our Jubilee Year of Mercy? Such radical words are "Semitic hyperbole," designed to jolt listeners
into reordering priorities to give Jesus first place. (2) "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot
be my disciple." Remember, part of every true disciple's personal cross is helping to carry other people's challenging
burdens. (3) "Anyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple." To emphasize this "all
or nothing" invitation, Jesus says to imagine onlookers laughing at a careless builder, or the king of an outnumbered
army negotiating peace instead. Tradition claims that Luke was an artist who usually portrayed Jesus as compassionate.
But today, Luke paints a demanding "Labor Day" Jesus challenging us: "Come, follow me lovingly, because I love my
disciples. But don't underestimate the self-sacrificing work that discipleship's going to cost you!"
PHILEMON'S "LABOR DAY"
Just imagine what following Jesus cost Paul's wealthy convert Philemon! Sounding almost as "Labor Day" as
Jesus, Paul informs Philemon that, while imprisoned, Paul had "become father" to Philemon's runaway slave, Onesimus,
whom Paul honors as "my child." So Paul doesn't simply request Philemon to forgive Onesimus. Paul challenges
Philemon to welcome that illegal runaway back "no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a brother, beloved
especially to me, but even more so to you, as a man and in the Lord." Personally transforming and counter-cultural
change! In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, how do we have to transform ourselves to live Jesus' gospel practically and
personally, so that we can offer everyone, unconditionally, no exceptions, Jesus' generous, compassionate, selfsacrificing love?
Today's Readings: Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-6, 12-17; Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
September 4, 2016
Second Collection
This Week: Maintenance
Next Week: Diocesan Priest Retirement

Events for the Week September 5, 2016
Mon.
9/5

OFFICE CLOSED

Tues. 7:00 pm Spanish Meeting
9/6

AE Room

Wed. 7:00 pm Spanish Catechist Mtg.
9/7
7:00 pm Spanish Juvenile Choir
Thurs. 7:00 pm Spanish Youth Group
9/8
7:00 pm Baptism Class
Fri 7:00 pm Spanish Children’s Choir
9/2
7:30 pm Vietnamese Choir Practice

Soc. Hall

SAVE THE DATE
When: Sunday, September 11
Mass at 10:30 a.m.
Lunch at Noon
Where: Bonaire Park
(Located at corner of Juniper and
Sagewood Streets right around
the corner from the Church.)
Menu: Hot Dogs, Polish Dogs, and Hot Links
Chile Beans, Chips, Soda and Water
Tickets will be on sale
September 3rd and 4th after all the Masses.
(In the parish office during the week)

AE Room

Cost: $5.00 per ticket (For Lunch)
Ages 5 and under are free

AE Room

FINAL DAY FOR TICKET SALES:

SMC
Soc. Hall
AE Room

Wednesday, September 7th.
(Tickets available in Parish Office)

Jubilee Year of Mercy
September 4, 2016
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“If anyone comes to me without hating . . . father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and
even his [or her] own life” (Luke 14:26). Hating? Can
anyone imagine a less appropriate Gospel for the Jubilee
Year of Mercy? But scholars call this Semitic hyperbole.
Jesus exaggerates to jolt us into confronting lifechanging challenges. Faced with conflicting loyalties,
disciples must reorder priorities, even relationships, to
give Jesus and the gospel’s demands first place. Today’s
second reading presents a real-life example. Paul
challenges his wealthy convert, Philemon, to welcome
back Philemon’s runaway slave, Onesimus, whom Paul
has baptized in prison. Not only with unconditional
forgiveness but with a counter-cultural, world-shattering
change of status—as an equal. No, even more—a
beloved brother in Christ. What in my life does the
Jubilee Year of Mercy challenge me to “hate”—meaning
reform, redo, even utterly revamp—so I can give
everyone, no conditions, no exceptions, shockingly
Christ-like love?
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

If you or someone you know is interested in the
Catholic Church and what it means to be a Catholic, St.
Felicitas offers the R ite of C hristian I nitiation for
A dults. It is a process for adults to explore the traditions
and teachings of the Church.
The RCIA process goes through distinct phases and
rites. The first phase is the pre-Catechumenate or the
Period of Inquiry. Inquirers meet with the RCIA team in
sessions to explore what the Church teaches and to ask
questions about Catholic beliefs and practices. The initial
sessions are informal and no commitment is required. A
new Inquiry will begin in September. Since the process
for coming into the Church takes place over a period of
time, now is the time to take the first step. This period of
Inquiry is the first step for those who continue and who
will prepare for the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist) next Easter.
Please call the Parish Office at 510-351-5244 for
more details.

Week of
September 4, 2016
Lorenzo Altergott
Ivan Ayro
Lourdes Andrade
Harold Barber
Dan Bautista
Daniel Beltran
Alice Camozzi
Antoinette Carson
Margie Cruz
Noel DeSouza
Jeanne Gordillo
Connie Guaraglia
Mae Heasley

Belinda Hernandez
Jack Marshall
Vincent Jacques
Melblena Latorre
Irmina Torres Llamas
Barbara Maloon
Clarisse Mascarenah
Rosemary Medeiros
Peggy Miller
Peter Luom Nguyen
Tim O’Connor
Oliver Olimpiada
Tommy Puppo

Peter Purificacion
Ruben Raygoza
Amelia Ramos
Jorge Salloman
Patricia Salloman
Floyd Schexnayder

Sun.

9/4

Mon.

9/5

Tues.

9/6

Wed.

9/7

Thurs

9/8

Fri.

9/9

Sat.

9/10

Sun.

9/11

Martha Serrato

Marian Spencer
Maryjane Tanner
Anne Tran
Mary Valladon
Maria Jesus Vargas
Zack Ziegler

A name posted in dark print was added to the prayer list this week!

Do you have a seriously ill family member or friend? If you
have the person’s permission, you may request that their name
be printed in the bulletin for prayers. Names will be deleted
after one month. Call the parish office at 351-5244 to leave the
name of the family member who is in need of prayer.

Who Entered into Eternal Life
Catherine Robbiano † — August 22, 2016
let Perpetual Light Shine Upon Him

7:30 am Virgilio Legaspi †
9:00 am Paul Galli †
10:30 am Flora Rabelo †
Teresa Tran †
12:30 pm Casimira & Purificacion Vivas †
7:00 am Tony Pontes †
8:15 am Anna Nguyen & All Souls †
7:00 am
8:15 am
7:00 am
8:15 am
7:00 am
8:15 am
7:00 am
8:15 am

Dee Darbo †
Gertrud Zitz †
Napoleon Alalay †
William Garner †
Sonia Wyatt †
Luz Quinto †
Philip Darbo †
Paul Tran †

8:15 am Hortense Prado †
4:30 pm Paul & Jeanne Cromwell †
Loraine Tello †
7:30 am Parishiners
9:00 am Policarpio Villanueva †
10:30 am Philip Erlwein †
(Picnic Mass)
Ann Gilmore (B)
(Church)
12:30 pm William Amezcua ( B )

L-Living †-Deceased A-Anniversary B-Birthday T-Thanksgiving

~~ Coming Soon ~~

lÉâÇz tà [xtÜà _âÇv{xÉÇ
th

When: October 19 , 2016
Donations for door prizes would be appreciated.

4:30 pm Altar Servers Needed
We need more Altar Servers for the 4:30
Saturday Mass. If you are interested in
helping in this ministry please contact
Sister Mary Anh at 347-1283.
Requirements: Must be a registered parishioner.
Fifth grade or above.
Commitment to assignment.

Thank you so much to all who contributed socks for April
Showers.
Parish Council

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Come and join us for this devotion every Tuesday
morning after the 7:00 a.m. Mass.

FINANCIAL CORNER
Our Weekly Goal

$ 11,700.00

Sunday Collection —August 28th

$

8,637.00

Amount needed to reach our goal

$

3,063.00

Stewardship of
August 28th of
Franciscan Missionary Sisters.

$431.85 went to the

Chúa Nhật 23 Thường Niên Năm C

Meghan Jorgensen
Principal of St. Felicitas School

(Lc 14,25-33)

“Ai không vác thập giá mình mà đi theo tôi, thì không
thể làm môn đệ tôi được". Cũng vậy, ai trong anh em
không từ bỏ hết những gì mình có, thì không thể làm môn
đệ tôi được".

 Suy Niệm
Sống là chấp nhận từ bỏ. Có những điều xấu phải từ
bỏ. Cũng có điều tốt phải bỏ, để chọn một điều tốt hơn:
chọn nghề, chọn trường, chọn chỗ làm, chọn bậc sống...
Từ bỏ thường làm ta sợ và tiếc. Bỏ chiếc giường êm
để thức dậy đi lễ sáng. Tắt Tivi vì đến giờ đọc kinh tối gia
đình. Dành Chúa Nhật để học giáo lý và làm việc xã hội.
Nếu từ bỏ vì yêu, ta sẽ thấy nhẹ hơn, dễ hơn.
Người mẹ thức trắng đêm để đan nốt chiếc áo cho
con.. Từ bỏ vì yêu chẳng bao giờ thiệt thòi, mất mát. Cuộc
sống văn minh cho ta nhiều chọn lựa. Con người dễ chọn
cái tầm thường hơn ái cao cả, chọn khoái lạc phù du hơn
hạnh phúc vững bền, chọn lợi ích cho cá nhân tôi hơn là
cho tập thể. Xem ra con người thích cái dễ dãi hơn.
Kitô hữu là người đã chọn theo Ðức Giêsu. Làm môn
đệ Ngài là chọn đi vào đường hẹp, cửa hẹp. Ngài đòi ta đặt
tất cả dưới Ngài, yêu Ngài trên mọi sự, trên những người
thân yêu, trên của cải tinh thần, vật chất, trên mạng sống
mình, trên cả hiện tại tương lai. Những thụ tạo trên thật
đáng trân trọng, nhưng chúng chỉ có giá trị tương đối khi
sánh với Ðức Giêsu, Con Thiên Chúa làm người. Kitô hữu
là người sống từ bỏ như Ðức Giêsu. Ngài đã bỏ vinh
quang thần linh để làm người như ta, đã sống và đã hiến
mạng sống vì yêu Cha và nhân loại. Từ bỏ là đi vào cửa
hẹp cùng với Ðức Giêsu.

Theo kinh nghiệm của bạn, từ bỏ điều gì là khó
hơn cả? Tại sao?
Giới trẻ hôm nay dễ bị lôi cuốn bởi thú vui nào?
Ðâu là những nguy hiểm của thú vui đó?

************************************
Thông Báo:

Lớp Giáo Lý & Việt Ngữ của Trường
Hòa Bình
Khai Giảng vào Chúa Nhật ngày 11
tháng 9 năm 2016
Mọi chi tiết xin liên lạc văn phòng Giáo Xứ:
Sr. Mary Anh (510)347-1283

We have had a fantastic beginning of the school year!
The parents, students, teachers and staff have all started
the year with fantastic energy and excitement. Our theme
this year is, “Leading and Serving Others Joyfully in Our
Faith.” This year we will be working to be followers of
Jesus by modeling joy everyday. As a community we have
talked at all of our back to school events about the greatest
way to find joy is to live with a grateful heart. Gratitude is
the key and if we can find gratitude then we can “Lead and
Serve others Joyfully in our Faith”!
Along that theme of gratitude, the school continues to
be very thankful for our parishioners. The school will
be starting the middle school parish outreach program.
This program brings together our parishioners who
are passionate about service with our students who are
continuing to learn the importance of service in their lives.
We will have an informal gathering of students and
parishioners on September 20th at 3:15 at the school office.
If you are interested in talking with a small group of
students about your life and the importance of the church
and service in your life please contact me at the office.
510-357-2530
I am excited to welcome our new music teacher Ms.
Raquel Tripp to our school and parish community. We are
currently still looking for a Spanish Teacher and we are
now in need of a Technology coordinator. If you know of
anyone interested in either of those positions please
contact me. Please also check out our website for more
details.
God Bless You !
Mrs. Jorgenson

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF September 5th
Monday:

1 Corinthians 5:1-8; Psalm 5:5-7, 12;
Luke 6:6-11, or, for Labor Day, any readings
from the Mass “For the Blessings of Human
Labor,” nos. 907-911
Tuesday:
1 Corinthians 6:1-11; Psalm 149:1b-6a, 9b;
Luke 6:12-19
Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 7:25-31;
Psalm 45:11-12, 14-17; Luke 6:20-26
Thursday: Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30;
Psalm 13:6; Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]
Friday:
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27;
Psalm 84:3-6, 12; Luke 6:39-42
Saturday: 1 Corinthians 10:14-22;
Psalm 116:12-13, 17-18; Luke 6:43-49
Sunday:
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14;
Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19;
1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32 [1-10]

INVITADO
La Buena Nueva es que todos hemos sido invitados –invitados al Reino,
invitados a ser discípulos. Es una invitación que cambia nuestra
vida y, como tantas otras invitaciones, requiere mucha consideración y
discernimiento. Así escojamos el Matrimonio, el Orden sagrado, la vida
célibe o comunitaria, sabemos la seria planificación y consideración que
requieren estas importantes decisiones. Como el constructor de la torre en el
Evangelio, hemos sopesado los costos tanto monetarios como emocionales.
Hemos reflexionado y planificado nuestra vida en la dirección en la que
creemos Dios nos ha llamado. Y mientras oramos por orientación y
aceptación de la voluntad de Dios, con frecuencia no comprendemos muchas cosas. Como Salomón
recurrimos a Dios para pedirle sabiduría y consejo al tomar decisiones que cambiarán nuestra vida.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

LECTURAS DE HOY
Primera lectura — ¿Quién puede saber los caminos de Dios a menos que Dios le dé sabiduría y le
envíe el Espíritu Santo de lo alto?
(Sabiduría 9:13-18b).
Salmo —
Tú eres, Señor, nuestro refugio
(Psalm 90 [89]).
Segunda lectura — Pablo pide a Filemón que acepte a su esclavo Onésimo como hermano
(Filemón 9-10, 12-17).
Evangelio —
Para ser discípulo de Jesús uno debe cargar con su cruz
(Lucas 14:25-33).
Salmo responsorial: Leccionario II © 1976, Comisión Episcopal de Pastoral Litúrgica de la Conferencia del Episcopado Mexicano. Usado con permiso. Todos los derechos reservados.

SIGUE TU CAMINO
Tienes que crecer por ti mismo,
no importa que tan alto fue tu abuelo.
—Abraham Lincoln

